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АФРИКАНСКИЙ СОЮЗ И РЕГИОНАЛЬНЫЙ
МИР И БЕЗОПАСНОСТЬ: ИССЛЕДОВАНИЕ 
РОЛИ МИССИИ АФРИКАНСКОГО СОЮЗА 

В СОМАЛИ (АМИСОМ, 2010-2022 ГГ.)

Эта статья посвящена исследованию роли военных в урегулировании 
внутренних конфликтов в Африке. Исследование представляет собой ана-
лиз участия АМИСОМ в стабилизации пришедшего в упадок государства 
Сомали. В работе ставятся три цели в качестве основы для исследова-
ния. Первая цель состоит в том, чтобы изучить подходы военного вмеша-
тельства к управлению военными действиями. Вторая цель заключается 
в анализе достижений АМИСОМ в восстановлении мира и безопасности 
в Сомали. Последняя цель состоит в оценке возникающих проблем для управ-
ления конфликтами в региональных организациях. В исследовании исполь-
зуется справочная литература для проведения исследования и подготовки 
выводов, которые направлены на описание центральной роли региональных 
институтов в разрешении затянувшихся внутренних конфликтов путем 
развертывания вооруженных сил.

Ключевые слова: военные, конфликт, региональные институты, уре-
гулирование конфликтов, терроризм, безопасность, насилие, верховенство 
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This paper sets to investigate the role of the military in managing internal 
conflicts in Africa. The research is an exploration of the AMISOM engagement 
in stabilising the decayed state of Somalia. The study sets out three objectives as 
the basis for investigations. The first objective is to examine the approaches of 
the military intervention in management of hostilities. The second objective is 
to analyse the achievements of AMISOM in restoration of peace and security in 
Somalia. The last objective is to evaluate the emerging challenges for regional 
organisation conflict management. The study uses the desk literature to make the 
investigations and draw conclusions that are geared in describing the central 
role of the regional institutions in addressing prolonged internal conflicts through 
deployment of the military.

Key words: military, conflict, regional institutions, conflict resolution, terror-
ism, security, violence, rule of law, peace, counterterrorism.

1.1. Background of the African Union Mission in Somalia. In the HOA, 
the military deployment of AMISOM was launched as a pioneer engagement to 
manage peace and security and support the Somalia government get to its full 
sovereign operations [14]. In pursuing its mandate, the AMISOM has been sup-
porting the government of Somalia to address the main sources of violence and 
hostilities that are driven by pervasive poverty, high unemployment, systematic 
political exclusion, and additionally, an endemic corruption, lack of political and 
economic opportunities.

The amelioration of those deficiencies involves large-scale investments 
in infrastructure, social services, and capacity building under the auspices of 
AMISOM [15]. Since its initiative in 2010, the AMISOM has sought to build the 
internal capacity of the socioeconomic infrastructure and institutions in Somalia 
to help in the pacification and restoration of social tranquility and order [11. P. 
77].
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The African Union decision to deploy military mission into Somalia is 
anchored on the analysis of multilateral institutions and operations [16. P. 47-48]. 
The regional peace and security measures are coordinated and guided by govern-
ments under multilateral agencies or institutions. In the Horn of Africa, despite 
the initiatives to fight regional threats to peace and security, there has been a con-
tinuous presence of threats emerging from conflicts and attendant intra-territorial 
violence and activities that affect individual state security and multilateral pro-
grammes on peace security. The security threats emerging form terrorism have 
contributed towards multilateral interventions that would curb terror and stabilise 
the regional security.

The African Union has extended it programmes and activities in peace and 
security building in the HOA conflict areas to protect peace and security interests 
of the member states [1]. The deployment of AMISOM in the territory of Somalia 
aimed at restoring stability through disarmament, demobilisation of armed groups, 
capacity building for government security agents and surveillance of the borders 
to deter external infiltration and empowerment of the terrorist groups [1]. The 
longterm objective of AMISOM in countering violence and restoration of rule 
law is to root out the primary sources of instability grounded on lack of strong 
government institutions to oversee security and developmental programmes. 
While AMISOM is pursuing the agenda of peace and security in Somalia, there 
is an attested surge of organized violence stemming up from activities of terror-
ism that not only affect the internal stability of Somalia but threated peace and 
security of states in the sub-region of the HOA [17. P. 214]. The presence of the 
AMISOM operational and programmatic activities in Somalia are attesting to the 
AU’s multilateral approach to address the numerous security threats in Africa. 
The security threats that are present in one territory potentially threaten the wel-
fare of the neighboring states and beyond. This approach presents a pertinent 
epistemological question on the role of the multilateral military interventions in 
advancing peace and security at regional and sub-regional levels.

1.2. AMISOM and Restoration of Peace and Security. The AMISOM has 
sought to stabilise the territory of Somalia through various approaches that are 
based on programmes and activities that de-escalate the levels of violence and 
hostilities. In Somalia the military has notably proceeded to use hard and soft 
power to dissuade individuals from taking part in promoting violence. To pro-
mote peace and security, the AMISOM has been associated with the role of deter-
rence in of violence perpetrated by radicalised civilians [6. P. 267]. In this view 
the AMISOM personnel are deployed to areas suspected to be targets of violence 
to make a physical presence of preparedness or readiness to combat or engage 
against any individuals likely to escalate violence and destruction on strategic 
installations. To date numerous government institutions and business centres 
carry out daily transactions with minimal threats.



ВОПРОСЫ ПОЛИТОЛОГИИ • Выпуск 6-1(94-1) • Том 13 • 2023   2765

The African Union and Regional Peace and Security: an Inquiry into the Role of the African Union 
Mission to Somalia (AMISOM 2010-2022)/Африканский союз и региональный мир и безопасность: 

исследование роли Миссии Африканского союза в Сомали (АМИСОМ, 2010-2022 гг.)

It is observed that the military can also be deployed in a preventative role if 
the authorities receive intelligence indicating that violent attacks are imminent in 
a terrritory. In this view AMISOM has sought to secure any public venue where 
large numbers of people gather to access public or commercial services [5. P. 
84]. The AMISOM has indeed shown that diverse assembly of military personnel 
is a significant deterrence of organised violence in Somalia that has guaranteed 
continued service delivery through strategic locations and sites such as airports, 
sports centres or stadia, marketing and business centres and public transport sta-
tions [3. P. 141-143]. The AMISOM has thus become a useful strategy for draft-
ing contingency plans to preempt violence and in addition empower the local 
police to adequately response internal hostilities and violence. Gradually the 
Somali people are accepting the established rule of law and order for stability 
and progress.

AMISOM has continuously contributed to peace and security in Somalia 
through interdiction and neutralization of perpetrators of violence and escala-
tion of conflict. It is argued that the military is a significant tool for interdicting 
suspected terrorist agents. In this regard the AMISOM in Somalia has deployed 
personnel at sea and or on air for the purpose of interception of terrorist personnel 
and arms shipments [4]. The objective of interdiction is to ensure that the perpe-
trators of violence should be prevented from equipping their allies and accom-
plices in any given part of Somalia territory with enabling weapons for carrying 
out violence. The AMISOM therefore has made necessary arrangements to seize 
suspect cargo vessels suspected to move weaponry to Somalia to equip individu-
als suspected of threatening the security of the state [20. P. 303-304].

The AMISOM has also used the military as a component of external coop-
eration for peace and security. The countries in the EU, the US and the UN have 
developed cooperation segments with AMISOM for peace building in Somalia. 
The areas of cooperation include training for the military, mobilisation of tech-
nical and financial resources required for the administration and management of 
peace building programmes [13]. The training of the allied forces is calculated 
to entrench collective approaches to not only the regional peace and security 
arrangement but also on international security. The territory of Somalia having 
experienced protracted conflict, terrorist agents have found it convenient to oper-
ate liberally across multiple territories in Horn of Africa and there is need for 
the regional organisations to curb the security threats collectively as opposed to 
unilaterally.

The AMISOM has also been central to stabilizing Somalia territory through 
apprehending individuals or groups of individuals that advance violence in the 
society. Through clandestine operations and gathering of intelligence, AMISOM 
has thwarted activities of militia groups and clan based organised groups that 
perpetuate attacks and counter attacks with the objective of territorial control [18. 
P. 34-35]. Tchie [12. P. 236-260] contends that the involvement of the military 
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in special operations and intelligence gathering is associated with the difficult 
in identifying and tracking down perpetrators of violence and conflict who hide 
among the civilian population. Vorrath [7. P. 360] observes that international mil-
itary involvement in conflict areas faces challenges in establishing the locations 
of radical elements due to their amorphous form. He contends further that the 
agenda of special operations in tracking down the agents of violence through the 
military has to include local security agents to advance permanent infiltration of 
the belligerents or militias.

The AMISOM has also been involved in the counterterrorism initiatives by 
engaging in preemptive interventions [2]. To neutralise the terrorist plans before 
they are implemented AMISOM has adopted pre-emptive action. The AMISOM 
preemptive action is a strategy to protect civilian lives and targeted property or 
infrastructure. AMISOM takes a timely and inclusive approach to intelligence 
gathering. The AMISOM knowing the distrust held against its troops that are per-
ceived as outsiders, it carefully seeks to use the local SNA to collect intelligence 
on behalf of AMISOM [8]. The local troops on the other hand are considered 
as transitional forces and at times lack a clear command and control structures, 
poor financing and inadequate weaponry. This makes the SNA agents to hold 
back essential intelligence [19. P. 4-5]. The preemptive action on terrorism has 
faced constraints as the Federal Republic of Somalia and its international part-
ners continue consulting and signing agreements on how the AMISOM should 
transition from AMISOM to Somali security force. While form 2018 the pre-con-
ditions with clear target dates linked to the security sector reform milestones 
the recommendation on the way forward are exclusively for the UN-AU review 
of AMISOM. The above process is affirmed by elsewhere when Williams [10. 
P. 157] contends that through use of clandestine military units, it is possible to 
apprehend perpetrator of violence in a conflict environment.

1.3. Conclusion. The key observation from the overview above indicate that 
the AMISOM is currently at the point of dismantling the organised violence pre-
cipitated by terror networks in Somalia. The process of stabilising the govern-
ment is yielding results of law and order. The process of establishing forces and 
units of administration to provide security and deter radicalisation, the AMISOM 
has first to identify the various points of entry of foreign elements and inter-
cept those agents or any props targeting to empower the al-Shabaab. To make 
progress to this end, the AMISOM has taken a lead role in control of all strate-
gic installations of the Somalia Republic. For sustainable management of these 
assets, the AMISOM has sought to train the local military and police personnel to 
manage and control the necessary operations for the security of Somalia. There 
are indication that in spite of the AMISOM arrangements to empower the local 
personnel through training and capacity building, the society has not yet trusted 
the National Army of Somalia to take full control of the security in Somalia [20. 
P. 366-391]. The study concluded that the presence of the AMISOM troops in 
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Somalia is a step forward toward countering terrorism in the Horn of Africa. 
The study however recommends that the future counterterrorism strategy by the 
military require a timeframe and should have defined path of entry and exit from 
the host territory that has no credible institutions of maintaining law and order.

The AMISOM responses towards violence and the underpinning threats to 
peace and stability in Somalia continue to pressurize the internal actors opposed 
to central government to withdraw further away from the urban areas and their 
activities are starved of resources that are vital for recruiting and sustaining con-
flict. The diminishing size and scope of activities on the part of agents of terror 
and violence is a testimony of the AMISOM’s effectiveness in containing the 
terror threats in Somalia and the sub-region of the HOA [20].

The AMISOM further is observed to use intelligence gathering to determine 
the course of action in preventing or apprehending terror threats. The presence of 
AMISOM has gradually developed a working rapport with the national admin-
istrative institutions of the Somali governments and the local community to pick 
or share information that would be essential for responding to potential terror 
threats. A strong platform of intelligence gathering on terrorism is a pillar for the 
AMISOM troops as they seek to stabilise the security of Somalia and reduce the 
ability of the terror groups to act against national interests. While this approach is 
observed to give the AMISOM troops and advantage to pursue and apprehend the 
terrorist agents, there is noted laxity on the part of the indigenous military person-
nel to share timely intelligence. The sense among the Somalia security personnel 
is that the AMISOM troops are outsiders [9. P. 94]. In this regard the AMISOM 
does not get adequate cooperation when gathering intelligence. The AMISOM 
therefore experiences security lapses and the Al-Shabaab keep rejuvenating and 
carrying out surprise attacks due to withholding of intelligence or advancing to 
general information that cannot be actionable. This is a challenge AMISOM finds 
hard to address due to the composition of the countries contributing troops some 
who are immediate neighbours that are perceived to pursue a nationalistic agenda.

The AMISOM is further highlighted to adopt preemptive action in pursuit of 
peace and security in the territory of Somalia. The paper observes that preemp-
tive action seeks to neutralise terrorist plans before they are implemented. The 
AMISOM preemptive has been observed to protect the national interests before 
terrorist strike. The AMISOM therefore is noted to have an upper hand in infor-
mation gathering, control of strategic entry and exit points of the country and 
therefore takes a timely response on any actionable intelligence. The setback that 
was observed in this approach is the distrust held against AMISOM troops who 
are perceived as outsiders and therefore eliciting poor cooperation from the stake-
holders in the counterterrorism. In this view the AMISOM falters in a few of its 
engagements in pursuit of terrorist agents.

The achievements and limitation of AMISOM in advancing peace and secu-
rity in Somalia emerge from the nature of its activities and the engagement of 
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internal and external actors. It can be observed that in the numerous approaches 
the AMISOM is involved, the achievements have been progressive and they 
include interdicting terrorists, preempting terrorist plans, undertaking intelli-
gence gathering and preventive programmes. In the survey of the findings there 
is a significant degree of achievement as the security threats are diminishing in 
proportion within and beyond Somalia. The significance of this achievement is 
that there is increased peace and security in Somalia and the HOA sub-region.
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